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Defensive back Maïko Zepeda and fullback Nicholas Narbonne Bourque of the University of 
Montreal (UdeM) Carabins, are trying their luck on the other side of the border by taking part in 
the NFL evaluation regional camp which will be held on February 27th in Baltimore. 

Both men have come a long way since the first games they played together with the 
Polyvalente Deux-Montagnes Centurions. They definitely wanted to seize this opportunity. 

“I’ve played football since I was 6 years old, and all the effort I put in was with the hope of 
playing in the professional league one day,” said Zepeda, who was selected on the first team of 
CIS All-Canadians last season. “I was anxious for the registration to open, because I want to 
show what I'm capable of. I talked to Nicholas and found out he was going, too!” 

Both players, who have completed their fourth season with UdeM, will be living this experience 
together. In addition to being on the same flight, they can count on each other during their 
preparation. They’re both training for the same evaluation exercises. 

“Maiko and I, we've known each other for a long time and it's good to have a friend to help you 
and give advice,” said Narbonne Bourque. “When one of us wants to relax, the other is there to 
provide a wake-up call.” 

Moreover, Zepeda and Narbonne Bourque follow a different training regimen and will not 
participate in the Carabins spring camp from February 29 to March 5. However, they will 
remain in the entourage of the team. 

“The guys sometimes make jokes, because we do not have the same volume of training with 
them, but they respect it,” specified Zepeda. “Sometimes they try to beat us at our exercises. A 
little competition is always good.” 

Zepeda and Narbonne Bourque will not be having their first experience in front of recruiters. 
Last spring, they participated in the East-West Bowl, an event that brought together the top 
prospects in preparation for the 2016 Canadian Football League Draft. 

If selected, the two representatives of the UdeM will then be invited to the super regional NFL 
evaluation camp. They will also participate in the CFL evaluation camp in late March. 


